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behalf of others or of the state. Then came the question of
health, which is not a matter of putting the boy through some
drills, but of getting him to regard his body as a trust, for the
well-being of which he is responsible. But the point is that the
scout movement seeks to realize these aims by means of a plan,
as original as it is simple, which resolves itself into a glorious
and engrossing game. The scout movement, besides being a
supplement to the school, is in some ways a pattern for the
school
The family But so far we have not mentioned the oldest
educational institution of all—the family. If we
go back to a sufficiently primitive state of society, we find no
distinction made between home and school. The Old Testa-
ment, for example, tells us of no schools for children among the
ancient Hebrews. The parents were the chief teachers, and the
home the only school An almost stern obligation rested upon
the father to undertake the moral instruction of the children,
whom he was to teach diligently as he sat in the house or walked
by the way; and the children were enjoined to keep the com-
mandment of their father, and to forsake not the teaching of
their mother. It was only when social life became more com-
plex that the need of schools began to be felt. Until then, the
family was the one supremely important institution. Not only
so, but within the family group the father was the supremely
important person. The stories of Abraham offering up Isaac
and of Jephthah's daughter remind us that in early times the
father possessed the right of life and death over his children,
who were his property, as were, indeed, also their mother or
mothers. Later on, this arbitrary power disappeared, but dis-
obedience to parents (any sort of parents) was still regarded as a
fault which, though not punishable, inevitably brought the
offender to a bad end. No practical purpose would here be
served by recalling these ideas, were it not that they lived on in
people who were brought up on a largely misunderstood Bible.

